Since 2017, the event
FALLING WALLS LAB SLOVAKIA - FWLS

has been held annually.

Starting this year, under the new global rules of FWL,
the event in Slovakia will take place under the name:

FALLING WALLS LAB BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIA

http://www.fwlislovakia.sk

as part of the European Researchers’ Night 2026

FWLS is a competition for young scientists and innovators in Slovakia,
organised as part of the prestigious global event Falling Walls Lab
https://falling-walls.com/lab/about/
whose final takes place annually in Berlin on November 8,
on the occasion of the anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989.

FWLS will take place on September 10, 2026 (Thursday) from 3:00 PM.

Submissions to FWLS 2026 must be made by July 5, 2026, via the website
https://falling-walls.com/falling-walls-lab-bratislava-slovakia-daad

Falling Walls Lab is a unique opportunity and competition format for students, young scientists,
and innovators to present their innovative or breakthrough idea, project or result.

The winner of the national event
receives a flight ticket to Berlin and the opportunity to present the work
at the world final
to a jury composed of Nobel Prize laureates
and other distinguished scientists and innovators.

The winner also receives access to the prestigious Falling Walls Conference.
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Students, doctoral candidates, early-career researchers, innovators,

artists, entrepreneurs, educators, and professionals

may apply to the Falling Walls Lab Bratislava, Slovakia competition. The requirements are a

minimum age of 18 (at the time of application) and fulfilment of at least one of the following criteria:

a Bachelor’s degree obtained no more than 10 years ago
a Master’s degree (Mgr./Ing./MUDr.) obtained no more than 7 years ago
a PhD. degree obtained no more than 5 years ago

current enrolment as a university student

FWL events, including the world final in Berlin, are conducted in English.

In the application, the applicant must provide (in English) a brief and clearly formulated:

S0 a0 T oW

title “Breaking the wall of ...” (max. 65 characters)
problem to be solved (max. 300 characters)
proposed solution (max. 300 characters)
project description in two sentences (max. 300 characters)
what makes the project original (max. 300 characters)
the project’s benefits (max. 300 characters)

Each applicant selected by the expert jury for the national final —a FWLS finalist— has exactly three
minutes and three PowerPoint slides to convince the jury of the quality and significance of their
idea, project, or result.

(Note: items e. and f. are included for the first time this year.)

Example of a short description of the submission

Example (Mgr. Danica Ivovi¢, PhD., 1. place FWLS 2025):

a.
b.

Breaking the Wall of Cancer Therapy Guesswork

Despite advances in drugs and Al, cancer therapy is still reactive. Tumors adapt silently—
long before relapse is visible—leaving clinicians without tools to detect failure early enough
to intervene.

We can capture the earliest signs of tumor adaptation by measuring shifts in cellular stress.
This includes changes in energy metabolism, oxidative balance, and gene regulation before
resistance is visible.

We propose STRATA (Stress-Response Tracking in Tumor Adaptation) — a diagnostic
combining mitochondrial respiration assays, redox biomarkers, and stress-linked miRNA
panels to detect early resistance. Starting in testicular cancer, STRATA could guide
personalized therapy across tumor types.

SAV - Aktuality - Danica Ivovié: Findle sutaZze v Berline mi ukdzalo, 7e aj na Slovensku mame

svetové vysledky
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The evaluation of the presentation by the jury
is conducted worldwide according to the following criteria:

FALLING WHICH ARE
WALLS WALLS
L A B TO FALL?

Falling Walls Lab Scoring System

Each presentation is evaluated with a score, based on three criteria:

OVERALL SCORING

50% 40% 10%

BREAKTHROUGH FACTOR RELEVANCE AND IMPACT STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE

* Does the project have originality = What is the target (group)? * |s the presentation well

and potential for innovation? structured? Does it clearly explain

* Does the idea affect a broad group breakthrough and impact?

* Does it represent a of addressees or does it have
groundbreaking idea, a deep impact on a small group? * Does the candidate present a
initiative or discovery? proof of concept/the feasibility

* Does the idea have short-term or of the project?

= Could it trigger other long-term effects?
innovation processes? ¢ |s the candidate able to
explain the idea?

FALLING
WALLS
LAB

Falling Walls Lab Scoring System

Each criterion will be evaluated using a scale reaching from 0 to 5 - the higher the value, the better.

1 2 3 4 5
|
1

Breakthrough factor

¢ Low originality
* Low innovative potential

* Maximum originality
* High innovative potential

- —-—

* No trigger effect * Strong trigger effect

Relevance/Impact

¢ Low relevance ¢ Large target group or deep

¢ Low impact impact on small group

Structure /Performance

¢ Not well structured ¢ High presentation level
¢ Clear proof of concept
* Very clear explanation

¢ Excellent performance

¢ No proof of concept
¢ No clear explanation
¢ Low performance
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President of the Falling Walls Lab Slovakia
Prof. RNDr. Peter Moczo, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovak Academy of Sciences

Jury Chairman of the Falling Walls Lab Slovakia
Prof. MUDr. Ing. RNDr. Peter Celec, DrSc., MPH
Comenius University Bratislava

Project Manager and Project Team

Doc. PhDr. Marian Holienka, PhD., Comenius University in Bratislava, Ing. Lubomir Bilsky, SOVVA,
Bc. Eva Rutsekova, Comenius University in Bratislava, Imrich RutSek, Bratislava University of
Economics and Business

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Prof. Ing. Jan Celko, CSc.
Rector, University of Zilina
Prof. Ing. Peter Mésaros, PhD.
Rector, Technical University of KoSice
Prof. MVDr. Jozef Nagy, PhD.
Rector, University of Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in Kosice
Prof. MUDr. Daniel Pella PhD.
Rector, Pavol Jozef Safarik University in KoSice
Prof. Ing. Maximilian Strémy, PhD.
Rector, Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava
Prof. JUDr. Marek Stevéek, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Rector, Comenius University in Bratislava

Mgr. Martin Venhart, DrSc.
President, Slovak Academy of Sciences

JURY

Prof. MUDr. Ing. RNDr. Peter Celec, DrSc., MPH
Comenius University Bratislava

Prof. RNDr. Jozef Masarik, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Comenius University Bratislava

Dr. Ing. Robert Mistrik
Bitmoderna, s.r.o., CEO

Prof. RNDr. Peter Moczo, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Comenius University Bratislava

Prof. RNDr. Silvia Pastorekova, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Slovak Academy of Sciences

Prof. Ing. Ivo Petras, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Technical University of KoSice

Prof. JUDr. Jan Svak, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Comenius University Bratislava

Prof. Ing. Marian Valko, DrSc., Academician of The Learned Society of Slovakia
Slovak University of Technology

Mgr. Martin Venhart, DrSc.
President, Slovak Academy of Sciences
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ORGANIZERS

COMENIUS % I Federal Foreign Office

UNIVERSITY
BRATISLAVA

SOVVA VEDY

SLOVENSKA ORGANIZACIA PRE
VYSKUMNE A VYVOJOVE AKTIVITY

DAAD Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

ACADEMIC PARTNERS

e & ST U

SLOVENSKA TECHNICKA

TECHNICKA UNIVERZITA
UNIVERZITA V BRATISLAVE

ZILINSKA UNIVERZITA
V ZILINE V KOSICIACH

e
AAEA SLg,
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