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More than 150 meat safety experts across EU together
to improve meat inspection

The role of meat safety is to provide safe and wholesome meat for human
consumption. Numerous control measures and tools are employed in the whole food
chain to produce safe meat and one of them is meat inspection that represents
supervision of animals and meat, mainly by official veterinarians. Despite the efforts
taken, the EU is still witnessing meat scandals occasionally. Moreover, the hazards
causing disease in humans, such as Salmonella or Campylobacter, cannot necessarily
be seen at meat inspection. Consequently, meat or meat products may already have
been sold and consumed, before the source of contamination is identified. Therefore,
the current criteria of meat inspection are under revision in the light of the knowledge
of food science.

The new EU COST action “Risk-based meat inspection and integrated
meat safety assurance” (RIBMINS) has gathered more than 150 experts in the field,
even outside of the EU, keen to put the accent on improving meat inspection in the
next four years. To do this, food safety professionals are analysing the way in which
meat inspection could be made more efficient and cost effective for governments and
industries, but also for the benefit of the consumers. This could be in the form of
development of meat safety assurance systems. This EU COST action is much in line
with the European Food Safety Authority's (EFSA) proposal to work on building
modern, risk-based meat safety assurance system based on risk assessment and
where control measures are applied at those points in the meat chain, where there is
a high cost-effectiveness in reducing meat-borne risks.

This initiative for launching the EU COST action in meat inspection came from
37-year old Associate Professor Dr Bojan Blagojevic, European specialist in veterinary
public health from the University of Novi Sad (Serbia), who is now chairing the action:
“More than a century-old system was for long time employed to tackle modern meat
safety threats — with limited success. My idea was to gather the best experts from more
than 35 countries to make the meat safety system more efficient. To tackle the main
meat-borne hazards, meat inspection must be revised to be risk-based and as such to
be a part of the modern, longitudinally integrated system that entails prevention and
control throughout the meat chain with the main focus on farm and abattoir stages.”

The vice-chair of the action, Dr Lis Alban, is Adjunct Professor at the University
of Copenhagen and Chief Scientist within the Danish Agriculture & Food Council. “Our
EU COST action is in the interest of fair competition in the meat industry sector and
more efficient regulatory controls across Europe. To speed up this process, we need
to collaborate to find the best solutions — and only hereby will the producers and
abattoirs be able to deliver safe meat to all consumers.” says Dr Alban, who organised
a large conference within the EU COST action at University of Copenhagen from 6"
until 8" November 2019.

The science communication manager of the EU COST action, Dr Boris
Antunovic, Professor at the University of J.J. Strossmayer in Osijek in Croatia, says:
“‘We have well established experts from different EU countries within the action. Some
of them have never seen each other before and now they are able to work together in
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next four years and share their ideas and experiences in meat inspection. There is also
an opportunity for young researchers to join the action by applying for short term
scientific missions. This is very powerful tool.”

The meat industry has highly welcomed the new EU COST action RIBMINS.
Francisco Requena is the Director of a 200-year old Spanish company with
headquarters in Malaga, processing 25,000 pigs per week and exporting 50% of
production to other EU countries and Asia. “Meat inspection is complex and, in the day-
by-day operations, it brings a number of controversial problems to industries. The effect
of using end-product laboratory testing as a substitute for meat inspection in detecting
most relevant human health hazards is very limited - it is expensive and non-proactive
while tested food samples may not be sufficiently representative due to the
heterogeneous distribution of pathogens. In addition, the results may be delayed,
depending on tests' performances, and may relate only to the examined hazards. In
overall, testing and negative results certainly do not guarantee the safety of meat.”,
says Mr Requena.

Due to increased international trade of meat on the global level, the EU COST
action has already attracted interest of experts outside the EU. Dr Mick Bosilevac,
research microbiologist in the U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Kansas (USA)
sees the EU COST action in meat inspection as an excellent opportunity for food safety
and meat safety experts: “We are fortunate that at least in the beef community, food
safety is considered a non-competitive arena. This means problems and solutions are
openly shared and addressed. The public does not respond to an outbreak or recall by
avoiding beef from just the company or outlet involved. Rather they avoid all beef
products. The more we can get each commaodity group to work from this point of view,
the faster solutions can be identified and put into place.”

New EU legislation on official controls, which is to be applied from 14th
December 2019 will ensure, among other things, the application of food law and
rules on animal health and welfare, and finally, revised meat inspection procedures.
The COST action RIBMINS is going to be executed just in time of adjusting national
control systems to this new EU legislation. For the purpose of better coordination of
the activities on national levels, RIBMINS national contact points have been
established for each country.

For Slovakia, the role of national contact point is taken by Assoc. Prof. Peter
Popelka, DVM PhD., from University of Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in KoSice.
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Viac ako 150 odbornikov na bezpeénost' misa v celej EU spolu s ciefom
zlepsit’ kontrolu masa

Ciefom konceptu zdravotne neSkodného masa je poskytovat bezpecné a
zdravé maso pre ludsku spotrebu. V celom potravinovom retazci sa vyuzivaju pocCetné
kontrolné opatrenia a nastroje pre vyrobu bezpecného masa a jednym z nich je
prehliadka masa, ktora predstavuje dohfad nad zvieratami a masom, najma uradnymi
veterinarnymi lekarmi. Napriek vynaloZzenému usiliu je EU obg&as svedkom $kandalov
s masom. Okrem toho, pri prehliadke masa sa nemusia odhalit nebezpelenstva
spbsobujuce ochorenie u ludi, ako napriklad Salmonella alebo Campylobacter. V
désledku toho sa maso, alebo masové vyrobky mohli uviest' na trh a spotrebovat’ skor,
ako sa zistil zdroj kontaminacie. Z tohto dévodu sa su€asné kritéria kontroly masa
reviduju na zaklade poznatkov o potravinarskej vede.

V ramci novej akcie EU COST ,In$pekcia masa na zaklade rizika a integrované
zabezpecenie bezpecénosti masa“ (RIBMINS) sa spojilo viac ako 150 odbornikov v tejto
oblasti, a to aj mimo EU, ktori by chceli v nasledujucich $tyroch rokoch prispiet ku
zlepSeniu kontroly masa. Na tento ucCel odbornici v oblasti bezpeCnosti potravin
analyzuju spbésob, akym by sa mohla kontrola masa zefektivnit a stat sa nakladovo
efektivnejSou tak z pohladu viady ako aj priemyselnych odvetvi, ale suasne aj v
prospech spotrebitelov. Tento ciel by mohol byt dosiahnuty vo forme vytvorenia
systémov zaistenia bezpeénosti mésa. Tato EU COST akcia, je do znaénej miery v
sulade s navrhom Eurépskeho uradu pre bezpeénost potravin (EFSA), pracovat na
budovani moderného systému zaistenia bezpecnosti masa zalozeného na rizikach,
ktory je zaloZzeny na hodnoteni rizika a kde sa kontrolné opatrenia uplatiiuju v tych
bodoch masového retazca, kde pri zniZzovani rizik spojenych s masom existuje vysoka
nakladova efektivnost.

Tato EU COST akcia bola iniciovana 37-roénym docentom Dr. Bojanom
Blagojevicom, eurépskym Specialistom na veterinarne zdravie z Univerzity v Novom
Sade (Srbsko), ktory v su€asnosti tejto akcii aj predseda: ,Viac ako storoCie stary
systém sa dlho pouZival na rieSenie modernych hrozieb v oblasti bezpecnosti masa —
s obmedzenym uspechom. Mojou myslienkou bolo spojit najlepSich odbornikov z viac
ako 35 krajin s ciefom zefektivnit systém bezpeénosti masa. Aby sa rieSili hlavné
nebezpecenstva prenasané masom, musi sa prehliadka masa prehodnotit’ tak, aby sa
zakladala na rizikach a mala by byt su¢astou moderného, pozdiZzne integrovaného
systému, ktory zahffia prevenciu a kontrolu v celom masovom retazci s hlavnym
zameranim na farmy a bitunky."

Podpredsedom akcie je Dr. Lis Alban, ktory je docentom na Kodanskej
univerzite a hlavhym vedcom Danskej rady pre pofnohospodarstvo a potraviny. ,Nasa
EU COST akcia je v zaujme spravodlivej hospodarskej sutaze v masovom priemysle
a ucinnejsej regulacnej kontroly v celej Eurépe. Aby sme tento proces urychlili, musime
spolupracovat’ pri hladani najlepSich rieSeni - a len takto budd méct vyrobcovia a
bitunky dodavat bezpecné maso vSetkym spotrebitefom® hovori Dr. Alban, ktory
zorganizoval velk( konferenciu v ramci EU COST akcie na Univerzite v Kodani
v obdobi od 6. do 8. novembra 2019.
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Manazérom vedeckej komunikacie v ramci EU COST akcie je Dr. Boris
Antunovic, profesor na Univerzite J.J. Strossmayera v Osijeku v Chorvatsku, ktory
hovori: ,V ramci akcie mame zapojenych osvedcenych odbornikov z réznych krajin
EU. Niektori z nich sa nikdy predtym nevideli a teraz su schopni v nasledujucich
Styroch rokoch spolu pracovat a podelit sa o svoje napady a skusenosti s kontrolou
masa. Mladi vyskumnici maju tiez moznost zapojit sa do akcie tym, Ze sa uchadzaju
o kratkodobé vedecké misie. Je to velmi vykonny nastroj.*

Méasovy priemysel velmi uvital nova akciu RIBMINS EU COST. Francisco
Requena je riaditelom 200-ro¢nej Spanielskej spolo¢nosti so sidlom v Malage, ktora
spractva 25 000 o$ipanych tyzdenne a vyvaza 50 % produkcie do inych krajin EU a
Azie. ,In8pekcia mésa je zlozita a pri kazdodennych operaciach prinasa masovému
priemyslu mnozstvo kontroverznych problémov. Uginok pouzitia laboratérnych testov
konecCnych vyrobkov ako nahrady za kontrolu masa pri zistovani najvyznamnejSich
rizik pre fudské zdravie je velmi obmedzeny — je nakladny a neaktivny, a testované
vzorky potravin nemusia byt dostatoCne reprezentativne z dévodu heterogénneho
rozdelenia patogénov. Okrem toho sa vysledky moZu v zavislosti od vykonnosti skusok
oneskorit a mézu sa tykat iba skimanych nebezpecenstiev. Celkovo testovanie a
negativne vysledky urcite nezaru€uju bezpecnost masa.“ hovori pan Requena.

Vdaka zvySenému medzinarodnému obchodu s masom na celosvetovej urovni
EU COST akcia pritiahla zaujem expertov aj mimo EU. Dr. Mick Bosilevac, vyskumny
mikrobiolég vo U.S. Vyskumnom stredisku pre masové zvierata v Kansase (USA),
povazuje éinnost EU COST akcie v oblasti inSpekcie mésa za vynikajucu prileZitost
pre odbornikov na bezpecnost potravin a bezpeCnost masa: ,Mame to Stastie, ze
aspon v oblasti produkcie hovadzieho masa sa bezpecCnost potravin nepovazuje za
konkurenénu oblast. To znamena, Ze problémy a rieSenia sa otvorene zdielaju a rieSia.
Verejnost nereaguje na ohnisko, alebo stiahnutie potraviny z obehu tym, Ze sa vyhyba
hovadziemu masu iba od prislusnej spolo¢nosti alebo odbytiska, ale skér sa vyhyba
kupe hovadzieho masa a vyrobkom z neho celkovo. Cim viac z hladiska prace
komoditnych skupin dokazeme dosiahnut, tym rychlejSie sa daju najst a zaviest
rieSenia.”

Nové pravne predpisy EU o uradnych kontrolach, ktoré sa maju uplatfiovat od
14. decembra 2019, zabezpecia, okrem iného, uplatiovanie potravinového prava a
pravidiel tykajucich sa zdravia a dobrych zivotnych podmienok zvierat a napokon
taktieZ uplatfiovanie revidovanych postupov kontroly masa. Cinnost COST RIBMINS
sa bude vykonavat prave v Case prispésobenia vnutrostatnych systémov kontroly tejto
novej legislative EU. S cielom lep$ej koordinacie &innosti na vnutrodtatnej arovni boli
pre kazdu krajinu zriadené narodné kontaktné miesta RIBMINS.

Narodnym kontaktnym bodom pre Slovensko je doc. MVDr. Peter Popelka, PhD. z
Univerzity veterinarskeho lekarstva a farmacie v Kosiciach.



